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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 7, 2025
Making Spirits Bright Donates $50,000 to Sheboygan County Food Bank to Support Weekend Meals for Local Students
Sheboygan, WI – Making Spirits Bright, a community-driven holiday event conceived and operated by the Sheboygan Rotary Club, is proud to announce a $50,000 donation to Sheboygan County Food Bank in support of its Food for Thought for Kids program. The contribution was made as part of the 2025 Fund Food for Thought campaign and helped push the effort well beyond its $100,000 goal.
Proceeds from Making Spirits Bright’s 2024 drive-through holiday light show—powered entirely by volunteers and fueled by the generosity of event visitors and sponsors—made this donation possible.
“We are honored to once again support Sheboygan County Food Bank and their vital work feeding children in our community,” said Dave Hoffman, Event Chair for Making Spirits Bright. “Our mission has always been about creating joy while giving back, and this donation helps ensure that kids have the nourishment they need to thrive—especially on weekends when school meals aren’t available.”
The donation also unlocked an additional $100,000 in matching funds from the Black Spring Foundation. In total, campaign proceeds will support 650 student slots in the upcoming school year—a 30% increase over the previous year.
This gift is a reflection of the enduring partnership between Making Spirits Bright and Sheboygan County Food Bank, two organizations working in tandem to bring light, hope, and opportunity to families across the county. Since its inception, the event has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in food and funds to fight hunger locally.
About Making Spirits Bright
Making Spirits Bright is a drive-through holiday light show held at Evergreen Park in Sheboygan, inspired and operated by the Sheboygan Rotary Club. Open nightly from late November through December, the event features animated light displays choreographed to holiday music, with free admission encouraged through nonperishable food and monetary donations. The event is organized and staffed entirely by volunteers, with all proceeds benefiting Sheboygan County Food Bank.
About Sheboygan County Food Bank
Sheboygan County Food Bank distributes food to food pantries, meal programs, and partner agencies throughout the county, ensuring access to food for those in need. Its Food for Thought for Kids program delivers nutritious food bags to students at risk of weekend hunger through partnerships with local schools.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 7, 2025
Making Spirits Bright Donates $50,000 to Sheboygan County Food Bank to Support Weekend Meals for Local Students
Sheboygan, WI – Making Spirits Bright, a signature holiday light show created and operated by the Sheboygan Rotary Club, is proud to announce a $50,000 donation to Sheboygan County Food Bank in support of its Food for Thought for Kids program. This contribution helped the food bank exceed its 2025 Fund Food for Thought campaign goal and will expand weekend food access for hundreds of local children.
In the attached image, Making Spirits Bright Board President Mike Vandersteen presents a ceremonial check to Katelyn Piper, Director of Programs and Community Impact at Sheboygan County Food Bank. The funds will provide 650 program slots for students during the upcoming school year—a 30% increase from the 2024–25 school year—and were made possible by contributions from the 2024 Making Spirits Bright event.
Donations from Making Spirits Bright’s 2024 drive-through holiday light show—powered entirely by volunteers and fueled by the generosity of event visitors and sponsors—made this gift possible.
“Our mission has always been rooted in creating joy while giving back,” said Dave Hoffman, Event Chair for Making Spirits Bright. “This donation helps ensure that children facing weekend hunger have the nutritious food they need to grow, learn, and thrive. We’re proud to support the Food Bank’s work and strengthen our shared commitment to the Sheboygan County community.”
About Making Spirits Bright
Making Spirits Bright is a drive-through holiday light show held annually at Evergreen Park in Sheboygan. Operated by the Sheboygan Rotary Club and staffed entirely by volunteers, the event features animated light displays synchronized to holiday music and encourages visitors to donate nonperishable food items and operational support. Since its inception, the event has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in support of Sheboygan County Food Bank and its hunger relief programs.
About Sheboygan County Food Bank
Sheboygan County Food Bank distributes food to pantries, meal programs, and partner agencies across the county. Its Food for Thought for Kids program delivers nutritious food bags to students at risk of weekend hunger through partnerships with 29 local schools.


To learn more or support the cause, visit:
www.MakingSpiritsBright.com
www.SheboyganCountyFoodBank.com
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Attachment: Mike Vandersteen presents $50,000 donation to Katelyn Piper
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